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eral specimens for this exhibit were obtained from Mr. M. Vonsen, Mr. H.C. 
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Mines of the California State Department of Natural Resources. 
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Nutrition Exutsir TRAVELS TO SEATTLE - 


THE ExHIBIT on “Nutrition for Wartime Needs” which has been attracting 
so much attention in the Museum during the past few weeks (See ACADEMY 
News Lerrer for April 1942) has been temporarily taken off display in order 
to send it to Seattle for the annual meeting of the Western Division of the 
American Public Health Association. The exhibit has been set up in the 
Olympic Hotel in downtown Seattle for the period May 26-29, after which | 
it will again be shown at the Academy for a further period of several months. 
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June Announcement 


THE REGULAR JUNE MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be 
held in the Auditorium of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company, 245 Market 
Street, on Wednesday evening, June 3, 1942, at eight o'clock. The business 
meeting will be brief and will be followed by the second and lastof the spring 
series of lectures on The Beauties of Nature, sponsored by the Walter B. 
Scaife Foundation. Mr. Arthur C. Pillsbury, as commentator, will present a 
motion picture entitled 


SCIENTIFIC.DIVERSIONS AND EXPLORATIONS 


Mr. Pillsbury will tell of his journeys asa photographer of plant and animal 
life, which have taken him to distant parts of the world. While nature pho- 
tography has been his primary interest, he has not neglected to record with 
his versatile camera the scenic beauty and the fascinating aspects of native 
life that have come under his observation in far-off places. 

While in the South Sea Islands to photograph undersea life among the 
coral reefs, he took advantage of the opportunity to recor d in motion pictures 
the native life and customs of Fiji and Samoa, including the famous fire- 

walking ceremony as practiced by the Fiji Islanders. 

In addition to his pictures of native peoples and of undersea life among 
these storied islands, Mr. Pillsbury will show motion pictures in color of va- 
rious aspects of plant life, including the lush vegetation of tropical America. 

Particularly fascinating are Mr. Pillsbury’s pictures taken in lapse time. 
The camera is set up aad focused on a growing plant or a bursting bud, and 
exposures made at regular intervals over a period of days. When shown on 
the screen, the events ck four or five days are shown in 20 to 30 seconds, and 
in less time than it takes to tell it one sees a bud unfold into a colorful tropical 
flower. 

The public is cordially invited to attend the showing of Mr. Pillsbury’s 


films. 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its 
meeting, May 15, 1942, approved the applications of Dr. L. Jean Bogert, Mr. 
Edward G. Cahill, Mrs. Jane Roberts Durham, Mrs. John O. Gantener, Mr. 


Donald Gregory, Jr., Dr. George N. Hosford, Mr. William Henry Jackson, 
Dr. T. Henshaw Kelly, Professor Siemon William Muller, and Me. Scott 
Knight Smith for MEMBERSHIP in the California Academy of Sciences. If no 
objection to the election of these applicants be received at the office of the 
Academy within two weeks after May 28, 1942, they will be considered 
elected. 
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ACADEMY’S RECORDS MICROFILMED 


IN ACCORDANCE with the various wartime precautions taken by the Academy 
since war was declared on December 8, 1941, during the past month all of 
the most important documents and records pertaining to the institution have 
been microfilmed. The records thus duplicated include the minutes of Acad- 
emy meetings dating back to the first meeting on April 4, 1853, the minutes 
of the meetings of the Board of Trustees, the ‘catalogues of specimens in the 
collections of the various departments, and other haar of importance 
or historical interest. More than 10,000 pages from ponderous tomes occupy- 
ing many feet of shelf space were copied on a few small rolls of film, which 
can be stored in a small space in a bank vault. 

The microfilms constitute a duplicate record which will be available in 

case the originals are destroyed by any catastrophe resulting from the war or 
other causes. It is planned to place these films in the custody. of a mid-western 
scientific institution, where they will be safe from the wartime hazards of a 
coastal area. 

The earthquake and fire of 1906 occurred before the era of microfilming 
and most of the records pertaining to the Academy’s collections prior to that 
time were lost, although the minutes of the various Academy meetings, as 
well as some other important documents, were saved through the efforts of 
the staff. 
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ACADEMY’S EXHIBIT AT SPORTSMEN'S SHOW 


THe WESTERN SPORTSMEN’S SHOw was held at the San Francisco Civic Au- 
ditorium between May 23 and 31. One of the purposes of the sponsors was to 
stress the conservation of natural resources and natural beauty. In this con- 
nection the Academy was invited to participate, along with the Save-the- 
Redwoods League and other conservation or ganizations. 

As an example of some of the objects of fatural beauty found in the west- 
ern United States, a selected portion of the William B. Pitts Collection of 
precious and semi-precious stones was shown. The Pitts collection, as most 
Academy members are aware, is unexcelled in this country for its quality and 
completeness. 

It was also considered appropriate at this time, in connection w ith the ques- 
tion of natural resources, to present an exhibit of certain strategic minerals 
found in the West. All represented materials essential to the war efit Min- 


